Prescription Drug Affordability

Drugs Don’t Work 1f People Can’t Afford them!
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The Six Steps




Recent Rx Success

- Banned “Gag Rules’” on Pharmacists

- Anti-price gouging measure

**QGranted the Attorney General the authority to hold pharmaceutical corporations
accountable for “unconscionable” increases in the prices of generic or off-patent
drugs

Has been ruled unconstitutional but AG is appealing to the Supreme Court



Step 1: Create a Plan

The Prescription Drug Affordability Board would:

¢ Establish payment rates for expensive drugs that create significant affordability
problems

¢ Examine the entire drug supply chain



Step 2: Poll

Prescription Drug Cost Review Commission

W Strongly favor Somewhat favor Somewhat oppose B Strongly oppose Not sure
83% favor 9% oppose

|
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“There are several other proposals intended to protect consumers against high prescription drug costs in Maryland. | would
like 1o read you three of them and ask your opinion. For each one, please tell me i you would strongly favor, somewhat favor,
somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose it...

“Create a Maryland Prescription Drug Cost Review Commission in Maryland to examine the evidence and establish
acceptable costs for drugs.”



Build a Coalition
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Step 4: Media
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e Ehe Washington Post

THE BALTIMORE SUN Democracy Dies in Darkness

baltimoresun.com

Doctor: high drug Maryland weighs new approach to
pricing kills patients curbing prescription drug costs

___+'WBOC 16

SOMCAST aia NEWSMAKERS ‘g

_ DELMARVA’S NEWS LEADER

Maryland Lawmakers Host Town Halls to
Lower Costs of Prescription Drugs




Step 5: Election Issue

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

Visit healthcareforall.com/knowbeforeyouvote
to learn if your candidates support prescription drug
affordability.
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Step 5: Election Issue

Senator Kathy Klausmeier
is helping lead the fight to lower
prescription drug prices.

State Senator Kathy Klausmeier was one of the sponsors of the new Maryland
law to allow the Attorney General to fight price gouging by pharmaceutical
manufacturers and marketers and she was the chief sponsor of the “anti-gag
rule” legislation that now ensures that pharmacists are free to tell customers how
they can pay less for their drugs.

Furthermore, Senator Klausmeier is a leader in the fight for new state legislation
to create a Prescription Drug Affordability Board, which would directly address
the problem of overpriced medicines.

“Kathy Klausmeier has the courage to lead. She won important health care
battles for her constituents and has pledged to carry on the fight. If you want
to lower prescription drug costs, Kathy is on your side.”

Vincent DeMarco
President, Maryland Citizens’ Health Initiative, Inc.

For more information, see: www.healthcareforall.com



Step 6: Legislature

*
14

wea (Il

Dentar: ‘Weanesday, Jura 28, 2017
L : BALTIAGRE MD
Ceoation [DMAE 97,778 {24)

Typa {Frequency):  Newsgaoer (D)

Fage: 154

Section: Mai

Harpworct Maryland Ctizens' Hoath bnltatve

MDCEP reviav wwi seon

CONGRATULATIONS
Genersl Rrisn Frosk and

How the drug industry blew it in Md.

By LEN LuccHr

wver the last decade, the prescrip-
tiom drug mdu has spent $23
bd]lun it fed ]obbying. plus

wigers, which they were not
Scan the opponents were unwilling to
cumprammeonr.hebﬂ.l‘spwmm —abig
turnoff to undecided legisiators, Third, the
industry made the legislation a partisan
jssue, rallying Republican Jeaders to speak
wtqmnsrd‘mbll] —ﬂhgmlsmh'ma

an Demo-

Ccmer fnr mm‘mw Pohll‘s, the m!:har

spent maore on federal | lobbying in 205
lhun any other mduslr) No uunder o

to curb s ing
prescription drug costs has passed any-
where m this nation.

That is until now.

Last month, Maryland became the first
state in the nation to enact a law that
protects people from price gouging by
preseription drug manufacturers, The law,
which both houses of the Maryland
General Assembly by overwhelming, bi-
partisan majorities, im: without the gover-
nor's s the
ﬁ““’ of m:)nldmdto sue manuia’cmms

off-patent and generic drugs for price
increases that shock the conscience of a
consumer and return that money to those

1! with
craric majority.

Besides the industry’s errors, the advo-
cates had some unigue advantages. First,
they had a credible, popular leader at the
helm. From his de in the General
Assembly, Attorney Genernl Brian Frosh
had deep relationships lawmakers
and was relentless in pushing the bill to the
finish kine.

lzhmd. the advocates followed dlc
P
Michael Pertschulcs 2010 book, "l'he
DeMarco Factor” (named after Vincent
DeNdarco, the President of the Marviand
Citizens’ Hea]dx lumnve), by eu.hsung
the talents and research of some of the
Tiopkins Univeraiy, arming hemscives
E ins University, i ves

dlﬂplyﬁﬁ'dlﬁ?d’l;l“ fegic ol from a benchmark
Proponents of this legislation, a coali- lic opinion survey, assembling a broad-
tion of grassroots organizations led by the E:gd coalition of senior, labor,

Maryla ndﬂnms‘ﬂnld:nnd%
outspent Opponents, groups
und drug companies, by a margin of maore
than five to one, according to the most
recent lobbying sctivity reports filed with
the Seate Ethies Commission, So why did
the drug mdustry fail to stop this legisla-
tion in Annapolis when it has repeatedly
succeeded in stifling similar legislation in
Cungmxs and across the country?

answer lies in what the drug
md.mlry did wrong and the advocates did
right. The drug in F comumitted some
serious tactical errors, First, during the
debate on the legislation, it became
apparent that the lndum; was grossly

mxﬂ:l.onnngulr)‘huﬁh M:dn:md program
to notify the attorney general of certain
price increages were actually a restriction
an the attorney general’s autharity to sue

sional, religious mdci:;cv Organizations to
engage in grassroots advocacy, and pre-
senti drucmﬁum)ghdmmcdl&g«h
in paid advertising and the free press.
Third, with all of the outrageous
revelations sbout astronomical drug price
hikes, the Iic mood was aamnx:ly in
favor of the taking bold action.
As Amomw General Frosh said, "‘me

Emmerfu] and th te usun]]y able o kill
ills like this, But they weren't ahle to this
time because people are really feeling the
pain, and because of Maryland Cxuz:enf
Health Initiative’s excellent arg

skills™

Len Lucchi (TTucchi@omngcom) is the
Tongtime contract lobbyist for the
Masyland Citizens’ Health Initiative
Education Fund.
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Thank you!

www.healthcareforall.com " En lT"
(410)235-9000 c nn E

Health Care for All! '0'
2600 St. Paul Street

Baltimore, MD 21211
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