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Population Health
• Population health connotes a high level 

assessment of a group of people. This 
epidemiologic framework is often in direct 
opposition to the manner in which the 
health care system has cared for patients; 
one individual at a time. 



Definitions of Population Health

• Population served by an individual 
provider
– Insuring that patients are assigned correctly to PCP

• Population served by the entire 
delivery system
– Primary care patients

• Population residing in the broader 
community
– Geographic area





What Health Systems Can Do
• Conduct joint needs assessments with public health 

entities
• Collaborative on objectives for population health
• Connect to address social determinants: 

– as provider (identify and refer)
– as employer (workforce issues)
– as business (responsibility to community)



Allegheny County
Community Health Concerns

• Access to 
healthcare

• Access to mental 
healthcare

• Health Insurance
• Air & water 

quality
• Obesity
• Nutrition

Health Indicators Survey
(Allegheny County residents)

Community Needs Health Assessment 
(Not-for-profit hospitals)

Sources: Allegheny County Health Department Health Indicator Survey, 2014
Non-Profit Hospital Community Needs Health Assessment


