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Housekeeping
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§ Welcome & Introduction 

§ A panel discussion with:
§ Dan Weissmann, An Arm and a Leg podcast

§ Jenny Deam, Houston Chronicle

§ Q&A
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Agenda
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An Arm and a Leg Podcast
Creator and Host

Dan Weissmann

@HealthValueHub www.HealthcareValueHub.org



7

Liz Salmi – MRI shopper



Houston Chronicle
Reporter

Jenny Deam
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MRI Price Variation
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Initial Visit for Stitches



11

Visit to Remove Stitches



It costs what?? Let’s talk about the role of 
media in exposing crazy healthcare prices. 

Jenny Dan

@HealthValueHub www.HealthcareValueHub.org



§ hospital prices for lower-limb MRIs vary by a factor of twelve across the nation

§ Within Hospital Referral Regions, on average, the most expensive hospital has 
MRI negotiated transaction prices twice as large as the least expensive 
hospital

§ Examples-Variation between Most Expensive and Least Expensive Hospital 
within a Region, 2011:

13

Large dispersion in inpatient hospital prices:

The Price Ain’t Right? Hospital Prices and Health Spending on the Privately Insured, Zack Cooper, et al. (December 2015)



§ Use the chat box or to unmute, press *6

§ Please do not put us on hold!
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Questions for our Speakers?
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Resources from the Hub 

Addressing High Unit Prices:

§ Price Transparency (combined with 
quality transparency)

§ Increase Provider Competition
§ Rate Setting/Price Regulation
§ Global Budgets
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Other Resources
§ Deam, Jenny, “It cost what? Medical pricing shrouded in secrecy, leaving patients in the 

dark,” The Houston Chronicle (April 19, 
2019). https://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/article/It-cost-what-Medical-pricing-
shrouded-in-13781730.php

§ Weissmann, Dan, “How much for an MRI? Well, that depends…” An Arm and a Leg Podcast 
(June 19, 2019). https://armandalegshow.com/how-much-for-an-mri-well-that-depends/

§ Kennedy, Kevin, et al. “Past the Price Index; Exploring Actual Prices Paid for Specific Service 
by Metro rea,” Health Care Cost Institute (April 30, 
2019). https://www.healthcostinstitute.org/blog/entry/hmi-2019-service-prices
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https://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/article/It-cost-what-Medical-pricing-shrouded-in-13781730.php
https://armandalegshow.com/how-much-for-an-mri-well-that-depends/
https://www.healthcostinstitute.org/blog/entry/hmi-2019-service-prices


§ Dan Weissmann & Jenny Deam
§ Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Join us for our next webinars: 
§ October 4: A Spotlight on Community Partnerships: The Dahlia 

Campus for Health & Well-Being
§ October 25: Public and Private Strategies to Address Healthcare 

Provider Consolidation

Register now at: HealthcareValueHub.org/events
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Thank you!



UNREASONABLE PRICES: STRATEGIES
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Reference pricing, 
rate setting, price 

regulation to 
address

PRICING 
OUTLIERS

Anti-trust, 
CON/DON, foster 

competition to 
address

MONOPOLY
POWER

Price 
Transparency

HIGH
PRICES

Global Budgets 
to cap 

OVERALL 
SPENDING


